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addressed. My opinion, then, is, that when any personage
has shone as much as is possible in his or her best walk
(and, not to repeat both genders every minute, I will use the
male as the common of the two), he should take up his
Strulbrugism, and be heard of no more. Instances will be
still more explanatory. Voltaire ought to have pretended
to die after AMre, Mahomet, and Semiramis, and not have
produced his wretched last pieces : Lord Chatham should
have closed his political career with his immortal war : and
how weak was Garrick, when he had quitted the stage, to limp
after the tatters of fame by writing and reading pitiful
poems; and even by sitting to read plays which he had
acted with such fire and energy! We have another example
in Mr. Anstey; who, if he had a friend upon earth, would
have been obliged to him for being knocked on the head,
the moment he had published the first edition of the Bath
Guide; for, even in the second, he had exhausted his whole
stock of inspiration, and has never written anything toler-
able since. When such unequal authors print their works
together, one may apply in a new light the old hacked
simile of Mezentius, who tied together the living and the
dead.

We have just received the works of an author, from
whom I find I am to receive much less entertainment than
I expected, because I shall have much less to read than
I intended. His Memoirs, I am told, are almost wholly
military; which, therefore, I shall not read: and his poetry,
I am sure, I shall not look at, because I should not under-
stand it. What I saw of it formerly convinced me that
he would not have been a poet, even if he had written in
his own language; and, though I do not understand
German, I am told it is a fine language: and I can easily
believe that any tongue (not excepting our old barbarous
Saxon, which, a bit of an antiquary as I am, I abhor) ised by the Turks he despised :
